RURAL VIOLENCE

Banditry and other outbreaks’
of violence in rural areas of
Colombia, which have caused an
estimated 250,000 deaths over
the past 12 years, have recently
increased following a two-year
decline.- This unrest springs
largely from a complex of agrar-
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i1an grievances, regional rivalries,
and sharp party antagonisms, but
Communists and pro-Castro ele-
ments are actively endeavoring

to exploit it. ’

Disputes botweon factions

and parties have paralyzed local

governments, impelling
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army and 8,000 of its
26,000-man national -
police are assigned:

to violence areas,

but they have been
unable to suppress
the guerrillas, Im-

- proved police meas-
ures and limited re-
habilitation programs
for ex-guerrillas

had improved the sit-
vation to some extent,
but interparty and”
intraparty bickering
have stymied congresr
gional action on much-
needed reform legis-
lation to improve the.
basic causes of unrest,
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The Colombian
Communist party, which
has an estimated mem-
bership of 7,500 and
has bad legal status
since 1958, has had
gome success 1in ex—
ploiting peasant unw
rest. Communist guer-
rillas have for some L
years had absolute “Tﬂ{
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tax and agrarian reform legis-~ tige--particularly in view of
lation. A substantial worsen- his pledge to solve this com-
sng of rural’.violence nov ~ plex problem--and aggravate
would undernine Lleras' pres— * tengions within the government.
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